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ASSFSSMENT OF KWm STATE, TRACTOR l3lRlNG UMT 

' Q  
Y. Imjipyawa' ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ '  

t ~ ~ ~ & A p h i h d d ~ ~  
Urrivcrwsrrcb- 

" ~ H r i ' o # -  
B ~ U d w ~ 4 p ; I b ~ ' ~ ~ ~ B f u ~ m m  . -  . 

I ,  I . - : . -  
7 .  . . . A .  . , I .  

* a ,  - 
h : ,  - 

Z - r - ,  t p t P ~ s e s ~  kkw SnnA * . T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  *%fleet of . g F m  
m-ftd w * ~ P  mm ~I.rkd..,*+hWq..* die,A.??yw @I!?@& '* -'m 
awatmdnt criscrih IW crdoptd the w e  ofa p i t&thdm d 'hiv icw sckdutes,jkused 

' gmup1&c~i0n and pemd obsemmh~ far dm d k c t b ~  Rards  at & 
m e n  of the Wpirpro~Sdcd  @it&d s o h  qfiqbtmtio)~, 
% vait k s a  -1 bf3& m r s  which con@rises, $29 ~j~.5122:  SIX New H o M  5635! h. 
hemy dvty tractors, 22 di~c,~i~ugL,  ,s,eutw md- &~1tsi:'18 disc *s, eight dkc 
&gem, 118 ~ w ~ ,  tw shs&rs$w nulltgqmi~, J&:$ huo k i i e  sheik& aid olpe fo~r- 
wkt;  driwj&p OPT. Mqj- (81 %I;* the eguipment we= a fm (t;rJ%l r * W  

, ~ r r e p a i r s t o b e ~ o n t h e ~ ~ i S % w e & s c ~ - ~ l U P i t f E C t S ~ r ~ 1 w ~ ~ p m f m  
impkmw shtd thw expostog the nsachshe~y to h i m  Whw. Fer;Foml in the tmit are 
&qmbtu thc.mintmamt? culture Is service &VM. There kas b e e ~  a geneml i n c m c  in- 
sizes since the imvdu&n ~f Ehe mi? epe~.thou~h.udy~ few- have bees able # access 
& services rendered by rk unit. S e v d  repsorts acq&fbr the /hired bm$cMesfrom tAe 
&'~&5 of tke U& p e t  -8 which & &St? fht COSf of hiring, d e b  . 
ss~vke &iww, wmtmess of* a& s d  hidhgs., 
m,. & Iras .grsao pore&Is for iqmvhg the agrkuhrad productl'vity of the state $ rhe 
e q ~ i p m w  avaUable catl be @dw& tttdlzed TolbrVVds ar:Mevirrgghhis, it is recommend& thar a 
$ m d b d  w r k h o p  and h p h e n t ,  sheds bs pm,v&d ak dre hea&um~ w d  m a  oficcs, the 
activities shot& be de@ntmlkd while &pthg a reg* mi@ewwe cdture As m 4gmq qf 
tke gowmment; there saolrld be m + q u a t e e  by the srart gowmmnt. 

K t y  wo&: T m r H w ,  ~ann-kina~#fa;rsr howi ~ w c k a ~ t o t c .  

~ O D U C T X O N  
%or to the advent of ehc oil boom of 'tthe 1960s. tht Wig& economy was subsmtiaIly 
agriculwdly d e p n b t .  Casb crop such as cocoa, catton, pundnut and 1iv-k @wts 
contributed more than 70% of total exports, Various food'crops 'hem also cultivakd in sufficient 
qmtiries te meet h e  dernaud of the teeming population and N i  -.one of the food self- ' 

sufficient counsies of the world mi and Ekpi 1998; Ado, 2UM: Opara, 2006). 

The divery. and explorz@on of crude oil as a more lucrative income eamw for the country was 
'tbt first major setback to thc agriculrnal m. 3 l e  introd* of tht nationwide universal free ' 
primary education in the early 70's aadtbe extemwn of the dree sdlreation to the secondary school 
Ievei in tbe south msmn part of the amby in 1979 wulted in the withdrawal ~f the active 
labour force from the agricultua1 seam. me was massive d-to-urbm drift made up mainly 
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of the youngx gemration which left the farys in the hands of the @. There was a drastic 
Mint in both cash aod food aq6 pmduction & a country which was a major exporter of 
' v a r i o r r s ~ c u l m l c r o p s ~ ~ a ~ o r i m p o r t e r o f e v e n ~ ~ s ~ a s t i c e a n d ~ , ~  
IivestodL The expansion of the ma Wcr cultivation was mnmnplated w a possible means of 
mi the food crisis situation and return the country ta its hrmer seatus as a food'self 
suffieimt wumy. If the wget of k e m e d  area under cultivation was b be achieved with a 
declining labur force on the farm, d m  the prodactivity of h e  available m m p w e r  must be 
h a s d .  .Drudgery In ttse execution of various tarm opaations was also acbwIedged as a 
majw dimuragem#rt to the yiwths taking up fanning, Mechhation of the farms which reduce 
tk drudgery was considered as a p i b l e  solution heace thc hoductbn of thc tractw-and 
implemtnrs into the N g a h  agkdtrrral system ( A m d o  at 1989. Wamidu and Simon, 1999; 
Haque~akmI) 

Tractot agriculture which s m k d  in a few isohcl locations in the cwntry have spread to all tmb 
a d  crams of the counrry and eve@ state in Nigria at  present maintains a P.aaor and implement 
unit aimed at helping the N i i a n  small w5e  farmets improvc.theu farmsizes. Over two decades 
of the &w  on of w r s  into the NiHan agricuItuta1 system, smallhofding farms 
art stiIl prevalwlr in m y  farming cornmudties in Ni&ria while a number of activities that can be 
d ' d arc &I carried out rrmndly. 

Tbe&~toftbewrkreportedhthispaperwasb~Wperformanceofthetractar  
hiring unit of Kwara a state with a cljmae and soil conditions that are suitable for the 
production of a number of crops and various Iiveswcht 

MmEr0boLuG~ 
~ w a r a  state R& m n g  unit ~ S T H U ) ,  has its hdquarters at norin, the state capital. 

Tow& enslaing effective sew&delivery to the nooks and d e s  of the state, the activities of 
the unit are exewted through 12 area offiax qmad among the four zones of the state. Tbe 
cmuehmbat~ofeaehzoaeand~~ofi~areaspresentedTable  1. 

B Wgi. Patigi, tade, !3amgi, W g i .  
C florin EasS florin West, Mom, florin Farm Cenm Songa, Bode 

norin sod .  MU. 
. Bkiti, Ifklodua, Okeero. h p d u n ,  Brm-ilq Qmuarrro, Obbo-iIe. . 

Offa,Oyyn,win. - 
'IRe i n f o d o n  of inttrest in this study included ia- of farm tractors and imtpkmab, and 
Mi oad'ltEo~;.farm hidings, hmamt in fm'sizes, ~~ culturc ado@, m i c e  
-andtheunitmpomtoroquaa~for s e m h .  Tkscpitetsof hfamatioa~obEairwd 
W u g h  the usc of s&w&md questionnaire, focus group d i i o n ,  intuview schdulcg and 
mnal o ~ a t i o n .  
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because they d y  own Wr ~~ and-* wt dqWd ~ ~ r ' ~ d ~ . ~ '  
' . I . .  " , ; b :  <, ,r;. . ... . - + .  I .-- I '  , .. ':- . . ,, 

~~~&m.obeairwd'k& ,epI!g$d '~IKI @&ksing-dtx@tivk ~ t i s h s u c h  ,as frequencies md 
**.p'&&k &-:Se&h . ~ ~ , ! r r f * . o ~ O m .  
, I . . . . ,  . , , ,  1 I?, ' . , I .  ! , . ' 

I , '  I 

r d  ~ w ~ ~ l s m ~ ~  , .  
'c$..d> ,5*-*-  :, :/ * .  . - 

a)= c o o ~ ~ 9 6 A d C d t k  
The activities of the unit am cwmllyA cmrdhkd*& &&adkklbm~dat the Minkbyof 
Agriculture and Natrrrrrl ~ ~ ~ I l w i n . ' ~  equipmeat are.di&buted-tp the area.m,&!ttae 
k g h b g  of the seasou arpd at h'd of the sawn, all trsctors aad ~ ~ e n ? e m s ' a r t l ~  to 
the Mqmrkm where major repairs mnual main- are carried out. - 

2w ' . 
b) Egufpment Inventory and Condihn . . 
Table 2 show the quiprnent inventory of' the mjt:as at sur\~eypiriod. Zal'ordq td asaertain dK 
capacit)r of the unit for d c e  &limy, the tmmrs and implcmenu were classified as functional. 
W l e  a d  scrap. Scrap was d for those quip* which have b r o h  dpwn to such a 
slate that the unit Mieves that it my as Hnell be- m ~ q t h  .amwrone mthmflm inmt on 
their repair while xnbable  was for d ttwse that Pepatrs will 'get.them~ba&&' m'W. 81%1of 
tkmachimy w e r t ~ n d ,  13% m r e ~ k d 6 %  weresap. t ;; 

: I 

c) , WOEWIO~ ~ a d t i t b  a& P~XSO& . ,-, , . . ,  

The unit has neither a wrkshop nor aa imrplmem shed. An open field is. used a acoommodm lhe 
equipment and aIso wed as wotlrshop to m i c e  and d e r b h  minor-repab. Major nzpk and 
overhauling are  con^^ out. The unit has staff smngth of 80 made up of four Engjneers, 14 
T ~ h n o l u ~ ,  Four Work. Superintendents, and 58 Tractor Operators. The ratio at tractor1 to 
operatar is 2:3 which means that there are three oper-ators to hvo tractors. Thia ens= that the 
tractors are not idle at any tirnqdue to la& of operamm Inwwiion with &e c q ~ ~ ~ o r s  revertled $at 
thereare periodicin-servetraining to uppdetheirdrills aad expertise.. 

Table 2 : ~ l E q u i p m e n t  hemtory 
w- NO OF HEAB ~ C O N O I T I O N  

mIT puwm!ml 
m m A L  8&an- E M P  

1 bvydutytnctw 3 '  1998 3 
2. Ursu~5312 . 29 a003 28 1 
3. NcwWollmd5635 4 6 
4* WpIoush(Baldan) 22 2im 16 . 4 2 
5. Moddhrdplougb 7 199s 2 2 3 
6- M s E W  I8 2OU3 . -  16 1 1 
7. Disc ridger 8 2 0 W  5 - 2 - I 
8. T m i h  . 10 203 B 2 
9. msbdkr 2 2OM 2 
10 b l t ippcsbo lk r  5 2m 5 
11 Maiacshcm 2 - ' , M M  2 - 
12 4 w & w j q  I rn I 

W 113 91 . 15. , . 7 
% 81% 13% 6% 
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dl w=*aadaw= 
The mhs mdaed by the-unit aod ehkg~~ b &'.in Table 3. These rat&'exclude 
fue[k&& iM@ w f l p m  * WW rualfcred-b y m ,  pro.* the W. F v  
who patmnb the unit+m~Iaind of delay jn mc$ &ymy .whi@ in mst, cafse~ e5W.e 
them fo duce the area of I d  they W d  hsw cdtivated,.or a f h b  the crop yield' because of 
delayed operation, H d d u  and S i n  .(I-), Mjinyawa w$, Kisdq X2006), , .  m@e. si@a;F 
observations in Bauchi d Edo Stam mpctiwdy. 

T& 3: Charge for &mhs Bedered by fhe Unft. 
S m i a  , .  - &telDay,(Wra) 
Busbnand clearing 45.W.00 
Piwghing . 7,000.00 
Hamwing 7 , o d o ~ ~ )  
Ridging . 7 $ 0 0  . , 
Maize and Riet shelling (Post hamsf operation). 5QWtom 

. L 

el Z m p a e t o n f h e ~ ~ ~  
Most.farmers in Kwara sbte are aware of the cxhxm. and tbacbvitjes of the upit but not aH of 
hey have be%n able to bemfit .from the mvices. Based on the acessibility to .the services 
readercd by the hit, mfamws in the states can be ~IassifiBd inta tHaD broad groups as Shown in 
TabIc4. The 6rst group those who have hmiited h m  the seavim of the unit.miL have been, 
able to i m c ~  their farm shes and incoma Ttte p u p  consists df. Mi-time f&mw and civil 
servaatswhotaloefarmingasaparttimejob. 

~hcsccond group aretbogewhohan~tbehefwdfrom ~ l e s w i a e g r d e r ~ b y t h c  uktaql this 
@up can bt furha subdivided into : 

(i) those who have ~cieat.~andholdh& buf amnot afford @e cost of hiring the equipment 
' (ii) those who are in amis far rwnotc bxn area offiw of the unit and W s c  @nm p . h i  

pi- where thm is ao access~rouh for m a c h ~ . . t q  be taken to such flaws f& work 
even if the fa- can afford ?he cost of hiring, . 

(iii) those whose farm holdings are too mall, wwlly. below 2.5ha and have no means of 
.acquiring more I d .  In many Wmcs, tbese small holdings are d for mixed 
cm* The use dfm mh'may by such M v i d i a l  farmers is uneaonomical. 
During the m y ,  it was observed that some famen who could not access services of 
the unit employed more hands to i n c w  ht farm h 

- 1  A Y  +r 
fi Maii-Crrlftve ;I ;! I, I,. 

A " culture is a p r o w  which qmMcs what e o n  d% to be &a, at whal 
time, by who and m what fnrm in ordet.to sustain.r system. E d  0) r q m k d  that the tack of 
a mainknarm~e culture in Nigeria has h m  the bane of our predi-t of imlqtate and non- 
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fudonhg .  - . .. , .a. .<=. 9 Jp4.e' Maon- of good Inah- c u l w w -  
p u b i i c - w Z Z * ,  .pubBgrat t~ MF + e.its+iij,ditioq:m. *.mRPf 
* u q p & m  e]itteq+ b f ' w  is.aiWiet ~~~~~p~~ is d y  
wried out when -&.a m&s~ for iise'of'the ti&pmithd foi w i i W p t ~  has been m t ~ a ' ~ . o $ h s . ~ $ g & ~ ; * i ~ < ~ w I & ~ ~ S 4 t m  & 

: E k i b a W @ : . i ~ @ ~ ~ ~ ~ f  of,arp~t* ~ ~ c d m e . p p p a  m be m W n  m moar 
d-6 * it..* *-&'id&&** * ~ , b f p r o p s ~ , . ~  

h i .  ... ..I #"', quip- in 6 of smragc. %.hnptw,mlri; p W : M  e p u i p m s p r ~ m m  rn 
t t t e i n d ~ ~ * o d i ~ r n  * 

: , ! , - A ,  .,! ,:.; , > a  , .,.. ::, , - . . 
r 7 r . -  . ,. ! '::'.j - '; ,3?,, - 

A 41, a , - * > - .  *,. , ., .., . t.'.  ,*I. * ,  ,, ,:, :. , 

CON~LUSIO~-& ~~~~~1 #: *:,.;I., ., -, ,: :;I.. .,:;!- , #  : ,. . % .. , ,-, 
The , S B ~  m ~ b ~ w 4 w & ~ & i N & : m ~ F 5 ~ a  &-& 
h ~ y , . d ~ y  cra~~n; - 2 2 . 6  .pio+;"&yeil, t f i ~ u l ~ . ' p ? h g h g  :I* xi. ::-&a ,rid-; 
10 eaiIets; one f o u r ~ ~ t ' - d e i v e ~ j @ .  car ad &w:mt: #mt--;-ity of me 
equipment are MOMI b d  m'parl~ed WISIEI~ETW for ~ a c ~ ~ - o f : & k  ~~~~I~ ghed or a 
workshop Erlajq.rep+ and.oveahauling of twtor and equipment are wzrtted by wn&act The 
maiwmawe c@@r+.9a+ 2 customer &den, A' k~~~ hdve benefited from .theservh 
of @e unit while many have not'hm-6f Wr'ihaVitity to;mk-~:mice:charge,-skll 
b l d i n ~ ~ l a & ~ f ~ s r o u ~ b ' W ' f a r m s .  ' : . . -  '. . . . r  , .  . 

. . 
? a ~  vnithba gnat pd--,for ** thc agricultorrl pmiwtim of ji~-stqe if WII 
~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ t h ~ p ~ ; b f o U o ~ ~ t i o m ~ m a d t .  - 
a) ~ s h o u i d b e a ~ o ~ a m ; f w l l l ' ~ - m a i n ~ - w p r ~ p I n ' t h e  

. headq- tg -- prompt q a k  and p m p h  mainteMnee i u - m  This 
wil l  redm mst aad e l b t k  &hys-assbkW-  m n t d  En.dditioa, an 
implement shedshould be prbiridcd'ta~pr'otkct &hhchbry'from ~1~~~~ 

b) he rmit activities *should be decentdid to yabk famers.have qukk.eece;ps to the 
mi- ,  . 

.d) While i#is.$xpedient w the sta&  go^^^:^ POitakqmkIy, thqlmit.dmdd 
' bt * idso ,a'&-&&&g o u t f i l , ~ ~ ~ h  feasible taking inDa account the 

pos-mge ~ t h G i u . ~ i ~  r a v i c e + o ~ Y " a ~ y Y  
,e) A ~ u l t u r e o f r e ~ m ~ h d d ~ ~ ~ a s ~ i s ~ d p l o ~  

machfne life. 
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, ' , ,  - ., I.. , 

' em u, 3.. ~ + a r p d a r P d 8 , ~ , - . ~ ~ .  @QO1$, P*=.of ~ t & ~ d m ~ r b ~  
. vd in N-, m y Y  &-m .T@@ '$*&. of-wm: -tion, 

in &ia, and Latin Ma.-> 3m), S5-38; - ..+,:I .11 . 1 . ~  #I . 1. .  .' . . , I  - 1- x J. ::d! 1. *,,. ,<j 

, . ,*<I,. ! ., ., . .A 
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